
The Official Newsletter of the Orange County Traffic Engineering Council 

www.octec.net 

 

2019-2020 — Issue 5 
 

March 2020 

 

 Inside this issue:  

 

 

 

TBD 

Orange County Mining Co 
10000 S Crawford Cyn Rd 

Orange, CA 92705 

 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Ryan Calad, at 
ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com 

 

Next Meeting: 

President’s Address 1 

Local, Regional & National News 2 

Job Announcements 2 

OCTEC Announcements 3 

Newsletter Sponsors 4 

Sponsors and OCTEC Officers 5 

President’s Address 

Dear OCTEC members and future members,  

As the impact of COVID-19 continues to be felt around the world and within our local 
communities, our members health and safety is our top priority. Early last week, the 
Board has reached consensus to cancel all of our upcoming in-person events scheduled 
within the next 60 days, including:  

• March Lunch Meeting 

• April Lunch Meeting 

• Annual Golf Tournament 

• Joint ITE/OCTEC Student Job Fair and Student Night 

If you have any questions or concerns about the above events regarding refunds or spon-
sorships, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of the board members and we would 
be happy to assist you.  

As this is a quickly evolving situation, the OCTEC Board will continue to take all the steps 
necessary to ensure we are doing our part to keep the community healthy but connect-
ed. This includes maintaining our monthly Gazettes to keep you up to date with the latest 
on our local traffic professional community. Companies and agencies may continue to 
submit job postings or announcements to be published in the Gazette or to be posted on 
the OCTEC Website and social media outlets.  

Transportation remains a vital part of all our lives, especially in times like this. We recog-
nize that many in our OCTEC family are essential in maintaining operations of critical in-
frastructures. Now more than ever, we want to show our gratitude for those who are 
putting themselves at risk to provide uninterrupted mobility and access to food, medical 
care, and other vital services.  

As always, the OCTEC community exists to connect one another and we will do our best 
to continue serving you while maintaining our physical social distances. We wish you and 
your families health and resilience during this trying time.  

Sincerely,  

Kristin Tso, OCTEC President 2019-2020 

Covid-19 Links 

 

https://www.ochealthinfo.com/ 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 

https://covid19.ca.gov/ 

2020 February Luncheon Recap 

mailto:ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com
https://www.ochealthinfo.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://covid19.ca.gov/
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LOCAL, REGIONAL & NATIONAL NEWS 

OCTA cuts some bus service as ridership and staffing 
decrease amid coronavirus outbreak 
Orange County Transportation Authority buses will run on a Sun-
day schedule for a foreseeable future starting Monday, March 
23, a move the agency says is necessary to protect its employ-
ees’ health amid the spread of the coronavirus. [Continue here] 

Southern California Transit Agencies Respond to 
COVID-19 Ridership Declines 
Transit agencies all over are reducing service in response to declin-
ing ridership and declining revenues during the coronavirus pan-
demic. This post features a run-down of what many L.A. County 
transit providers are doing now, but the situation is changing 
quickly, so it may well be out of date by the time you’re reading. 
[Continue here] 

APTA calls for $16 billion in emergency funding for 
U.S. transit agencies 
The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) is re-
questing Congress provide public transit agencies $16 billion in 
direct emergency funding. The funds would offset the $2 billion in 
direct costs, as well as the $14 billion in expected revenue losses 
public agencies face as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
[Continue here] 

New regional pact aims to connect trolley to airport, 
spur other projects 
Local officials have agreed to a new pact that aims to boost plan-
ning and coordination for future road and transit projects in the 
neighborhoods around San Diego International Airport, including 
plans to connect the airport to the trolley. 

The pact, called a “memorandum of understanding,” sets proto-
cols for how four local agencies will share information, use the 
land they control, share costs, seek environmental approvals 
and collaborate in other ways. [Continue here] 

Calif.'s Metrolink lands $10.7M CRISI grant 
The U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) announced an 
award of $10.7 million from the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 
and Safety Improvements (CRISI) Grant Program to fund passen-
ger rail safety and speed improvement projects in Metrolink's 
critical Burbank-Anaheim Rail Corridor, one of the busiest thor-
oughfares in Southern California. [Continue here] 

4 Lessons From a California Transit Authority’s Bus 
Electrification Rollout 
The Antelope Valley Transit Authority in Southern California 
plans to be the first public transit agency in the United States to 
operate a 100 percent battery-electric bus fleet. 

Today AVTA operates 49 e-buses from Chinese bus manufactur-
er BYD, with 36 more e-buses to be delivered by the end of 
2020, allowing the agency to meet its zero-emission fleet target. 
AVTA is also planning to install a microgrid at its bus depot. 
[Continue here] 

‘No Plans To Shut Down’: Metro Says No Reported 
COVID-19 Cases On MTA Buses, Trains 
Transit officials across the Southland are warning riders of loom-
ing changes to bus and rail services as they contend with the 
spread of coronavirus. 

Metro CEO Phillip A. Washington held a media briefing Friday to 
announce there have been no reported cases of COVID-19 linked 
to or contracted on an MTA bus or train, and no known cases 
reported among the agency’s nearly 11,000 employees.        
[Continue here] 

From gas tax to road pricing 
Robert W. Poole, director of transportation policy at the libertar-
ian thinktank Reason Foundation, has written a briefing which 
looks at how US states could make an ‘orderly transition’ from 
taxes on fuel to some form of road pricing. 

Revenue from traditional taxes on fuel are certainly falling: the 
fact that engines are more efficient, and therefore less gas is 
required, is one major reason, even as the search for alternative 
drivetrains, such as those used in electric vehicles (EVs), moves 
drivers further away from fossil fuels. [Continue here] 

Econolite 

Econolite is now seeking a ITS Technical Support Engineer-
Traffic Operations. Provide specialized technical support to 
Econolite’s customers, account managers, field support repre-
sentatives, and channel partners/distributors for its Traffic Con-
troller and Cabinet products. Work closely with the technical 
field support team of customer care professionals and be the 
dedicated liaison between this support team and Engineering. 
Investigate and resolve field issues, analyze and troubleshoot 
customer applications, and communicate effectively with cus-
tomers/partners. Provide Traffic Controller/Cabinet product 
training to internal and external audiences. Work closely with 
the rest of the Engineering team and provide inputs on product 
performance in the field. 

For more information, please email Jon Gaunt 
at jGaunt@econolite.com  

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://www.ocregister.com/2020/03/21/octa-cuts-some-bus-service-as-ridership-and-staffing-decrease-amid-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://la.streetsblog.org/2020/03/20/southern-california-transit-agencies-respond-to-covid-19-ridership-declines/
https://www.masstransitmag.com/management/article/21130563/apta-calls-for-16-billion-in-emergency-funding-for-us-transit-agencies
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2020-03-19/new-regional-pact-aims-to-connect-trolley-to-airport-spur-other-projects
https://www.metro-magazine.com/rail/news/737791/calif-s-metrolink-lands-10-7m-crisi-grant
https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/should-e-bus-fleets-be-paired-with-microgrids
https://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2020/03/20/coronavirus-covid-19-metro-la-octa-bus-train-schedule/
https://www.itsinternational.com/its1/feature/gas-tax-road-pricing
mailto:jGaunt@econolite.com
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OCTEC ANNOUCEMENTS 

We will soon begin accepting 
nominations for the Member-
ship/Sponsorship Coordinator 

position on the OCTEC Board for 
year 2020—2021. Please contact 

any of the Board members to 
nominate a candidate or learn 

more. 

Please contact Kristin Tso or any Board member if you have any 

job listings that you would like posted to the OCTEC website or 

included in the next month’s OCTEC newsletter. 

 

Visit our WEBSITE for the latest job posts, newsletters, and 

presentations from current and past meetings. 

 

Follow Us on Social Media: 

2020 Spring Social Recap 

2019 OCTEC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

 
Renew your 2020 

Membership 
 

Members enjoy discounted tickets 
to events. 

 

Join via Eventbrite: https://
octec2020memberregis-
traion.eventbrite.com 

 

Please contact ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com or any 
Board member for more information. 

 
 

 

mailto:kyt@iteris.com
http://octec.net
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1535617/
https://www.facebook.com/OCTrafficEngineeringCouncil/
https://octec2020memberregistration.eventbrite.com
https://octec2020memberregistration.eventbrite.com
https://octec2020memberregistration.eventbrite.com
mailto:ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com
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OCTEC 2019 - 2020 Officers 

OCTEC would like to give a special thanks to all of our generous sponsors! 

Meeting Date Newsletter Sponsors Lunch/Meeting Sponsors 

September 26, 2019 
CT-West 

Stantec 
 

October 24, 2019 
Joint Meeting — ITE SoCal 

Michael Baker International 

Verizon 
 

January 23, 2020 
KOA Corporation 

McCain 
 

February 27, 2020 
 DKS Associates 

Kimley-Horn  

March 26, 2020—CANCELED 
Albert Grover & Associates 

Iteris 
 

April 23, 2020—CANCELED 
Advantec 

LSA 
 

OCTEC Golf Tournament—POSTPONED 
SoCal ITE/OCTEC Student Chapter Night-
POSTPONED 

 <Sponsorship Available> 

June 25, 2020 
Ganddini Group, Inc. 

NexTech Systems 
 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Ryan Calad at (949) 472-3453 or ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com 

Archie Tan 

Secretary 
Orange County Transpor-

tation Authority 

550 S Main St 

Orange, CA 92863 

(714) 560-5845 
atan@octa.net  

Kristin Tso 

President 
Iteris, Inc. 

1700 Carnegie Ave, STE 100 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

(949) 270-9599 
kyt@iteris.com 

Olga Polunin 

Treasurer 
AimTD LLC 

155 N Riverview Dr, STE 

100 

Anaheim, CA 92808 

(714) 253-7888 
opolunin@aimtd.com  

2019 -2020 Sponsors 

Ryan Calad 

Sponsorship/

Membership Coordi-

nator 
Michael Baker Intl 

5 Hutton Centre Dr,  

STE 500 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 
(949) 472-3453 
ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com  

Casey Hu 

Webmaster 

(949) 270-9521 

Marlo Maynigo 

Social Media Chair 

(949) 270-9537 

mmaynigo@iteris.com 

OCTEC Committee Chairs 

Trissa de Jesus Allen 

Social Media Chair 

(949) 825-6175 x234 

Casey Hu 

Webmaster 

(949) 270-9521 

Marlo Maynigo 

Social Media Chair 

(714) 564-2740 

mailto:ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com
mailto:atan@octa.net
mailto:kyt@iteris.com
mailto:opolunin@aimtd.com
mailto:ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com
mailto:mmaynigo@iteris.com
mailto:kyt@iteris.com

