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The Official Newsletter of the Orange County Traffic Engineering Council

February Presentation:
Local Road Safety Plans (LRSP) and the Safe System Approach

Next OCTEC Meeting:
February 25, 2021

Speakers:
Noel Castillo, PE, Public Works Director and City Engineer, City of Montclair

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Virtual Meeting

Steve Brown, Fehr & Peers, Principal
Fees:

Emily Finkel, Fehr & Peers, Associate

Speaker Bios:

Member - FREE
$5 (Non-Member) - Ends 2/24 @ 5 pm
Please register via Eventbrite

Noel Castillo, PE, is the Public Works Director and City
Engineer for the City of Montclair. He oversees the Engineering, Street/Sewer Operations, and Grounds/
Facilities Divisions of the Public Works Department. He
supervises the City's Capital Improvement Program, Public Works inspection program, development project plan
check, traffic signal operations and synchronization program, and traffic safety. Recently Noel provided the
oversight to the City and Consultant team to complete
the City’s first systemic safety plan.
Steve Brown is a Senior VP with Fehr & Peers. His 30+
years in the profession includes leading the City of Sacramento’s Transportation Division and over 25 years with
Fehr & Peers. He has both an BS and MS from UC Berkeley
in Civil Engineering, along with an MBA from Golden Gate
University. He is the author of the US Traffic Calming Manual and is a licensed TE in CA, along with a Road Safety
Professional certification from ITE. He has been a leader
in transportation safety in California, having initiated the
Pedestrian Safety Audit program via UC Berkeley, performed Road Safety Audits for Caltrans, and more recently
led the development of dozens of SSARs and LRSPs.

Emily Finkel is an Associate with Fehr & Peers and leads
the firm’s Long Beach office. She is the companywide
lead for the firm’s Safety Discipline Group and has managed a dozen recent safety planning projects throughout California, including Vision Zero, LRSPs and SSARs.
Emily is the lead author for the recent FHWA report Integrating the Safe System Approach with the
Highway Safety Improvement Program. She received her
undergraduate degree from Northeastern University and
a Master of Planning degree from USC.

www.octec.net

If you have any questions,
please contact
Michael Plotnik, at
mplotnik@lahabraca.gov
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NATIONAL, REGIONAL & LOCAL NEWS
MTI: Biden plan would aid California transit SoCalGas to Provide Over $1 Million for Hydrogen
Transportation
agencies' recovery
The Mineta Transportation Institute (MTI) at San Jose State University has researched the impacts of different post-pandemic
recovery scenarios on state-generated transportation revenue
and found that President Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan, which includes $20 billion for public transit, is key to
the future of public transit in California. [Continue here]

SoCalGas announced today it will provide $1.3 million to fund
the development of four hydrogen fuel technologies that could
provide emissions-free transportation for railways and at ports
in California and around the world. The funding will help bring
to market innovative clean hydrogen technologies, including
fuel-cell marine vessels, hydrogen refueling stations at ports,
and fuel cell locomotives. [Continue here]

Winter storms batter Amtrak from coast to coast

LA Wants You Off the Road! Threatens Multi-Billion
Dollar Congestion Tax!‘

CHICAGO — The Union Pacific stack train derailment just south
of the Normal, Ill., Transportation Center early Saturday kicked
off a challenging Presidents Day weekend for Amtrak trains
across the country.
That derailment led to cancellation of Lincoln Service trains and
a reroute of the Texas Eagle between St. Louis and Chicago
[Continue here]

We all agree that traffic in Los Angeles in a major problem
which is why the Metropolitan Transportation Authority is seriously considering a Congestion Tax as part of its Traffic Reduction Study.
Metro is considering four “concepts,” two of which involve
downtown Los Angeles. One would involve a “corridor” tax
(read “toll”) on freeways running to and through downtown
with the intent of incentivizing the use of subways, Metrolink,
and buses. (Continue here)

Metrolink offering service to new COVID-19 vaccination site at Cal State
Despite one city’s opposition, L.A. Metro moves forward with C Line extension
LOS ANGELES – Metrolink is offering a direct connection to Los
Angeles County’s newest COVID-19 vaccination location at California State University, Los Angeles, with a station located near
the new “walk-up vaccination center” that is scheduled to open
Tuesday, Feb. 16., the agency announced. The vaccination center will be open seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Metrolink’s Cal State LA Station is on the San Bernardino Line,
which can be reached by taking the Antelope Valley Line to Union Station and then transferring to the the San Bernardino Link.
Metrolink riders can reach the walk-up vaccination location by
taking the elevator or stairs from the train platform to the university transit center. [Continue here]

L.A. Metro has now entered the final planning phase for a $1
billion light rail line extension from Redondo Beach to Torrance.
The agency will be holding a pair of virtual meetings before
March so it can hear any concerns from the public.
Titled the South Bay’s largest regional transit project in history,
the extension of the C Line, also known as the Green Line, will
be a 4.5-mile rail link that will connect the area to the southern
California transit network.
However, the Lawndale community is not on board, which has
forced officials to consider removing the line from the neighborhood altogether. (Continue here)
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OCTEC NEWS
OCTEC 2021 Membership Registration is still open, please register here
As an OCTEC member, you will be part of a dynamic group of dedicated professionals in Orange
County. You will also enjoy member-only discounts at the monthly meetings and be eligible to vote
at the Annual Board Election in June.

SAVE THE DATE

There is still hope..

and OCTEC is still considering to hold the annual Golf Tournament on
May 7, 2021.
We will keep you posted.

www.octec.net
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JOB ANNOUCEMENTS
KOA Corporation – Senior Engineer, San Diego, CA
KOA Corporation is looking for a talented and ambitious Senior Engineer for our San Diego office.

The essential duties of the candidate are:
• Lead a group of energetic engineers and manage various projects
• Prepare proposals and participate in proposal interviews
• Participate in business development activities with clients
Candidates should have California PE or TE with a minimum of 10 years experience in Transportation Engineering, good working
connection within San Diego region, and strong communication skills.
KOA is an equal opportunity employer and offers advancement opportunities, and a welcoming, team-oriented, and supportive
environment.
About KOA Corporation: if you are a professional who is passionate about transportation and want to take your career to new
heights, KOA Corporation is the place for you. Our mission is “To Connect Communities”. At KOA, we plan and design Highways,
Arterial Roadways, Transit Facilities, Bikeways, and all facets of Active Transportation. If it involves moving people and goods,
we do it. We are engaged in the latest technology, science, and human factors related to transportation. We do not provide you
with just a workplace; we offer you an environment where you can demonstrate innovation and creativity, while having fun in
the process for you to maximize your potential. We offer our staff and their families one of the best compensation packages in
the industry. Our company has offices throughout Southern California including Monterey Park, Orange, Ontario, San Diego, and Culver City.

Send your resume to careers@koacorp.com with Senior Engineer in SD in the subject line.

DKS Associates – Senior Transportation Engineering Project Manager, Anaheim, CA
DKS is proud to be 100% employee-owned with a commitment to making a meaningful difference in our communities. As part of
the DKS team you will be part of a collaborative environment where every employee-owner is encouraged to share ideas and
participate in strategic discussions focused on shaping the future of transportation and of our firm. At DKS we put our employeeowners first. We realize our unique and diverse employee-owners are the heart of our firm. Not only do we work hard to accomplish our goals, we also play hard to celebrate our victories! We welcome the opportunity for you to become an employee-owner
of DKS!
As a Sr. Transportation Engineering Project Manager you will be a member of the DKS leadership team and will work closely with
both local and cross-office teams to deliver work and support business development in our Transportation Engineering practice
(focused on PS&E for transportation elements such as traffic signals, roadway lighting, signing/striping, temporary traffic control, ITS, and fiber optic communications).
What will you be doing?

•

Lead the delivery and manage a variety of transportation engineering projects that you are passionate about, including all
elements of the project life-cycle (negotiations, project planning, technical delivery, financial management, etc.)

•

Support the development of new client relationships

•

Assure client satisfaction through implementation of our Client Experience (CX) and QC/QA initiatives

•

Work with, train, and mentor less experienced staff

What are we looking for?
Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering, Transportation, or similar field. To learn more and apply, please click here

Please contact Archie Tan or any Board member if you have any job listings that you would like posted to the OCTEC website or
included in the next month’s OCTEC newsletter.
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2020 -2021 Sponsors
OCTEC would like to give a special thanks to all of our generous sponsors!
Meeting Date

Newsletter Sponsors

September 24, 2020

Econolite
RK Engineering

October 22, 2020
Joint Meeting — ITE SoCal

Lunch/Meeting Sponsors

General Technologies and Solutions
Bear Electrical

January 28, 2021

AGA Engineers, Inc.
Mark Thomas

February 25, 2021

Iteris
RailPros

March 25, 2021

Wavetronix
KOA Corporation

April 22, 2021

DDL Traffic
Michael Baker International

May 7, 2021
TBD

OCTEC Golf Tournament
<Sponsorship Available>
SoCal ITE/OCTEC Student Chapter Night

June 24, 2021

Ganddini Group, Inc.
Hartzog & Crabill Inc.

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Michael Plotnik at (562) 383-4162 or mplotnik@lahabraca.gov

OCTEC Committee Chairs

OCTEC 2020 - 2021 Officers

Archie Tan

Olga Polunin

Ryan Calad

President
Orange County Transportation Authority
550 South Main Street
Orange, CA 92863
(714) 560-5845
atan@octa.net

Secretary
AimTD LLC
155 N Riverview
Drive,
Suite 100
Anaheim, CA 92808
(714) 253-7888
opolunin@aimtd.com

Treasurer
Michael Baker International
5 Hutton Centre Drive,
Suite 500
Santa Ana, CA 92707
(949) 472-3453

Michael Plotnik

Sponsorship/
Membership Coordinator
City of La Habra
110 E. La Habra Blvd
La Habra, CA 90631
(562) 383-4162
ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com mplotnik@lahabraca.gov
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Casey Hu

Sonia Sanchez

Webmaster
(949) 270-9521
chu@iteris.com

Social Media Chair
(714) 992-2990
sonia@agaengineersinc.
com

Page 6

